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O
ne thing that unites all of us at Northamp-

ton Neighbors is that we are all trying 

to dismantle an oppression that affects 

anyone who ends up living long enough: ageism. 

It’s been a really fabulous group for me to be a 

part of. I’m in a position now where I can help 

other people who are older, more disabled, more 

infirm, or don’t have access to as many resources 

as I do. As I get older, I will be the one who needs 

help from others. What I like about Northampton 

Neighbors is it’s an interdependent organization. 

We work together to help each other out. 

—JANE FLEISHMAN 

CONNECTION

THROUGH 

ACTIVISM
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A 
Message 
from 
Rainey  
Millman

Northampton Neighbors is celebrating the many  
wonderful achievements of its first five years. We have grown so 
much in a short period of time; our membership now exceeds 
1,200. Our committees and Interest Groups continue to expand. 
All this in the midst of an ongoing pandemic limiting our service 
delivery and social contacts, and the untimely and sad loss of our 
president, Ken Dym, whose leadership and legacy helped keep the 
organization strong through it all.

It comes back to connection. NN continues to find new ways to engage not only with 
our own members, but also with the community at large. This year, we were pleased 
to introduce Community Forums. Our first featured Northampton’s new Mayor 
Gina-Louise Sciarra answering NN members’ questions. After a successful experi-
ence with the UMass storytelling project, we launched our own monthly Sandwiches 
and Stories event, bringing people together over shared experiences and lunch. 
Other popular programs include our new Monthly Insights meetings, which provide 
information on relevant community resources, and the Pioneer Valley Memory Care 
Initiative, which adds trained volunteers who socialize and support members and 
their caregivers living with dementia. 

One of NN’s main goals continues to be increasing access to programs and people in 
order to create ease as we age. To this end, our tech team created a program to reju-
venate gently used laptops and give them to older adults who can use them, along 
with technical assistance if needed. With Ken’s guidance and vision, we developed 
a book to help members consolidate and organize their affairs in case of disease, 
dementia, or death. Many of you contributed to a fund in Ken’s memory, which will be 
used to publish this book and make it available for free to any members who want it.

So as you can see, in spite of some challenges and losses, there is much to celebrate. 
We hope you enjoyed our festive birthday party at the annual Look Park picnic, and 
the exciting inaugural DoozyDo Parade. We look forward to maintaining services 
and to expanding volunteers and committees as well as Interest Groups and Neigh-
borhood Circles. We’re finding new and joyful ways to be together (even on Zoom!) 
and staying involved in our wonderful community.

Rainey Millman 
President
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Highlights: 
July 2021–
June 2022

Education

Preparing for the Future: A Practical Guide was cre-
ated by and for Northampton Neighbors as a repository 
of information and organizational resources for aging. 
With sections on finances, legal matters, healthcare, 
home maintenance, and more, it offers guidance for 
consolidating life’s many details in one easy-to-access 
place. The guide is intended as a working document, 
with a loose-leaf notebook format in which information 
can easily be updated over time. The publication will be 
available later this year. It is dedicated to the memory of 
NN president Ken Dym, who conceived of and led the 
project even as he faced his own death in April 2022. 
NN also launched Monthly Insights: News You Can Use, 
a series to educate and empower members with infor-
mation on accessing local resources related to aging 
(home-care services and free medical equipment pro-
grams, for example).

Partnership

We continue engaging actively with local organizations 
to inform members about a wide range of community 
events and activities, offer a growing array of volunteer 
opportunities, broaden our social ties, and spread the 
word about NN. We have joined with All Out Adven-
tures, Forbes Library, Historic Northampton, Arcadia 
Wildlife Sanctuary, Smith Vocational and Agricultural 
High School, and the YMCA, among others, sharing 
information related to classes, outings, book drop-offs, 
exercise programs, technology, intergenerational con-
nections, and other topics relevant to older adults. 
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Connection

Northampton Neighbors partnered with UMass Pro-
fessor Gloria DiFulvio on a project focused on build-
ing relationships between NN members and students 
enrolled in the upper-level undergraduate class, The 
Epidemic of Loneliness: On Connection, Belonging, 
and Public Health. Throughout the course, students 
explored different aspects of connection, including 
storytelling. NN participants were paired with students 
for interviews culminating in a StoryCorps-style record-
ing and shared celebration. In addition, we launched 
a Laptop Program, refurbishing donated laptops and 
providing them free of charge (along with basic instruc-
tions and tech support to get started) to members who 
need them. We also introduced a monthly Sandwiches 
and Stories program for members to share their experi-
ences on topics of interest.

Consistency

With safety top of mind and guided by public health 
policy, Northampton Neighbors reintroduced in-person 
services in March 2022. We maintained our commu-
nity offerings and presence with NN’s popular Speaker 
Series, Neighborhood Circles, and Interest Groups, 
and continued to publish our bimonthly newsletter and 
monthly column in the Senior Center’s Conz Street 
Chronicle.

Visibility

Building on the organization’s new graphic design that 
brought additional clarity to our communications, we 
launched a more user-friendly website in August 2021. 
In addition, planning continued for NN’s inaugural 
DoozyDo Parade, an intergenerational celebration of 
community taking place in September 2022. With a 
wide range of participants including local businesses, 
nonprofit groups, and individuals, the goal is a fun, feel-
good event that will bring attention to the work of NN 
and to the wonderful community and people we serve.

Volunteering

At the heart of all we do are 
those who volunteer in a vari-
ety of ways to help our mem-
bers continue to lead rich, 
engaged lives. Our most visi-
ble volunteers are those who 
provide direct services such 
as tech support, small home 
repairs and chores, a ride to 
the doctor, or a helping hand 
with groceries. We believe that 
connecting those who are able 
to help with those who need 
it benefits both, as well as 
the greater community. Many 
members note the joy in giv-
ing as well as receiving, and 
participate across the board. 
In addition, we encourage 
involvement on committees 
and helping to plan events 
such as our Speaker Series 
and Annual Meeting, as well as 
leading Neighborhood Circles 
and Interest Groups. And oth-
ers may enjoy working with our 
strategic partners to expand 
our services. Whatever your 
interest, skills, and availability, 
there’s a volunteer niche await-
ing you at Northampton Neigh-
bors and our community will 
benefit from your generosity.

For a volunteer application  
or questions, please contact 
us at 413-341-0160 or info@
northamptonneighbors.org.
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The story of how Northampton Neighbors 
began has many colorful threads involving dining- 
room-table discussions, Raging Grannies, book groups, 
YMCA community meetings, and personal experience 
with aging parents. Thanks to the vision, leadership, 
and dedication of the founders, these threads were 
woven together to create the wonderful fabric of the 
organization we have come to know and love. As 
Northampton Neighbors celebrates five years, it’s a 
good time to reflect on our beginnings and rejoice in the 
many successes we have shared.

Atul Gawande’s book Being Mortal was the inspiration 
for Northampton Neighbors—and not just because it 
focused on the Village-to-Village model (though the 
book does touch on it). Most importantly, it raised 
issues and proposed alternatives related to aging and 
dying, prompting additional local conversations about 
how members of a community can support one another 
in the process. A small group led by Leigh Bailey moved 
from ideas to implementation, and what was first called 
“Northampton at Home” was born. Leigh’s background 
in corporate communications and board development, 
including work with AARP, combined with founding 
member Katharine Baker’s expertise as a therapist 
and organizational consultant, helped get things off 
the ground. Retired attorney Lewis Popper gener-
ously offered to help with paperwork and all things 
legal. Linda Desmond, director of the Senior Center 
at the time and an early NN board member, provided 
Northampton Neighbors with office and meeting space, 
as well as her perspective as a gerontologist and long-
time Northampton resident. 

The decision to be fee-free was a bold one that has dif-
ferentiated NN from most others in the Village-to- Village 
Network, which charge for membership and services. 
The hope was that those who can afford to give, will, 
and that support would take many forms. The desire to 
keep the organization as financially accessible as pos-
sible has served it well, and NN has found alternative 
funding streams in the form of grants, business support, 
and generous individual donations large and small. 

Northampton 
Neighbors 
Turns Five! 
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“If you’ve seen one village, you’ve seen one village,” is 
the Network adage, and with good reason. Northamp-
ton Neighbors, while inspired by other models, is 
specific to the community we serve. Though the remi-
niscences of NN’s early days may be varied, they share 
a common theme: aging adults need and deserve sup-
port and connection. Five years (and one pandemic) 
later, Northampton Neighbors continues to stay true to 
its founding mission of creating a better quality of life 
for older people in our city. 

Much like the aging process itself, Northampton Neigh-
bors has had to adapt to changing circumstances and 
has experienced some challenges—specifically, COVID’s 
effects on service delivery and the untimely death of 
beloved board president Ken Dym. But with a dedicated 
community and a shared desire to age differently and 
with dignity, the organization has survived and thrived. 

As we move from this milestone birthday to the next, 
we look forward to finding new and improved ways to 
engage our membership, reach new audiences, create 
and fortify community partnerships, and raise awareness 
and appreciation about the aging process. Northampton 
Neighbors is here to ease and enhance that journey. 

 

An early NN leadership 
gathering. Left to right: Naomi 
Gerstel, Sara Lennox, Gerard 
Paquin, Katharine Baker, Rainey 
Millman, Celia Jeffries, Anne 
Benedict, Leigh Bailey
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This past year, Northampton Neighbors saw 
a 26% increase from the year before in the amount of 
donations. We are thankful to local businesses, who 
more than doubled their support, accounting for 13% 
of our income. Their names are listed on our website.  
Please thank them by patronizing them when you can. 
However, as always, the bulk of donations, at 69%, 
came from you, our members. We are grateful for the 
support of all who made this possible. Every dollar—
and donor—is meaningful and much appreciated.

FY 2022

Revenue: $114,887.44

Expenditures:  $70,604.11

Net:  $44,283.33

Financials

Become a  
Sustaining Partner!

Our sustaining partners 
are individuals and busi-
nesses who make monthly 
or annual pledges that are 
automatically deducted 
from their bank accounts. 
These steady contributions 
are a wonderful way to 
support us throughout the 
year, while also helping  
NN maintain a stable  
financial base and plan for 
the future.

Businesses

13% 

Private and  
public foundations

8% 

Non- 
members

10% 

Please Support Your Northampton Neighbors!

Donate online at www.northamptonneighbors.org or send your contribution to  
Northampton Neighbors, PO Box 231, Northampton MA 01061.

Members

69%

Sources of Income
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I 
am very grateful for receiving a refurbished lap-

top from NN. It has helped me out immensely. 

Although having one in the community room 

where I live was nice, having my own laptop in the 

privacy of my own home opened up avenues that 

were previously closed to me. Counseling or doc-

tors’ appointments are not things you want to do  

in front of anyone. Having my own computer was 

also important for doing programs with the UMass 

Storytelling Project. Also, I can go to church ser-

vices now. Having ancestry.com, I’m building a 

family tree, and finding out about my heritage—

something I’d always wanted to do. Having a laptop 

is a good way to re-engage in society; my possibili-

ties are limitless now.

—ELISA DEUTSCHMANN

CONNECTION

THROUGH

TECHNOLOGY
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W
hen it comes to connections, one naturally 

leads to another. Leslie Stein went kayaking 

with NN community partner All Out Adven-

tures, which offers outdoors activities accessible to all. 

And when AOA Executive Director Karen Foster was part 

of NN’s speaker series, she said AOA was seeking board 

members. “Since I had worked in disabilities all my life, 

this was definitely up my alley,” Leslie says. “Both AOA 

and Northampton Neighbors serve seniors and people 

with disabilities,” says the former special ed teacher and 

administrator. Karen also sees the organizations’ missions 

as overlapping. “Both build connections,” she says. “The 

activity is what brings people together, but that’s not the 

main purpose. Building friendships, enjoying each other’s 

company, community building—those are a major pur-

pose, and that’s very powerful.”

— KAREN FOSTER AND LESLIE STEIN

CONNECTION 

THROUGH

OUTDOOR 

ACCESSIBILITY

FOR ALL
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P artners 
in the 
Community
In order to give 
our members the most 
comprehensive and 
highest quality offer-
ings, we collaborate 
and partner with local 
service agencies and 
other community non-
profits, healthcare and 
government organiza-
tions, and the business 
community, including:

10,000 Villages
All Out Adventures
Alzheimer’s Association
Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary
City of Northampton
Cooley Dickinson Health 

Care
Cooley Dickinson VNA & 

Hospice 
Daily Hampshire Gazette
Dementia Friends
Downtown Northampton 

Association
Forbes Library
Friends of Northampton 

Trails
Greater Northampton 

Chamber of Commerce
Hampshire Regional YMCA
Highland Valley Elder 

Services
Historic Northampton
LifePath
Northampton Bicycle
Northampton Health 

Department
Northampton Housing 

Authority
Northampton Open Media 
Northampton Senior Center
Paradise Copies
Smith Vocational and 

Agricultural High School
Spoleto

State Street Fruit Store & 
Cooper’s Corner

Western Mass Emergency 
Medical Services

WRSI

Support
NN is deeply  
grateful for the sup-
port of our individual 
and business commu-
nity donors, grantors, 
foundations, and the 
many other organi-
zations and people 
who have contributed 
to our mission of 
enabling seniors to 
remain independent 
and engaged as we 
grow older. 

Individual Sustainers

Julie Abramson
Christine Aubrey
Joan Axelrod-Contrada
Sarah Bachrach
Katharine G. Baker
Todd and Andrea Barron
Anne Benedict
Janet Bennett
David Bliss
Cheryl Butler
Marilyn Carey
Mary Ann Clawson
Charlie and Kelly DeRose 
Peter and Florence DeRose
Barbara Weiner Dubeck
Ken Dym
Maureen Flannery
Mary Ford
Adele Franks
Bruce Fuller
Nicole Gadon
Darien Gardner
John E. and Gail Gaustad
Naomi Gerstel
Linda Graves
Ruth Griggs
Al Griggs
Susan Hawes

Bruce Hawkins
Marcia and David Holden
Margaret Humbert-Droz
Mark Karpel
Nina Kleinberg
Sara Lennox
Monica Jakuc Leverett
John Joelson and  

Joanne Levin
Margaret Lucey
Mike Mahar
Darryl and Sherry 

McKenney
Mark Merrett
Rainey Millman
Robert Moore
Jim Levey and  

Christine Olson
Gerard Paquin
Stan Pollack
Linda Robinson
Jack Horner and Ron Skinn
Leigh Bailey and Joel Spiro
Christopher Stetson
Molly Watkins
Betty Lynne Wolfson
Naomi Yanis
Mary B. Young

Business Sustainers

Davis Financial Group
Applied Mortage
Goggins Real Estate
Maple and Main Realty/

Mark Carmien

Individuals

Daniel Levy and Jane Allen 
Diane Alpern
Douglas Amy
Rita Anderson
Susan Anderson
Adrianne Andrews
Kate Arata
Patricia Aslin
Jean Atkins
Joan Axelrod-Contrada*
Elizabeth Silver and Lee 

Badgett*
Shirley V. Bak
Linda Baker
Katharine Baker*
Eileen Ball
Michael Banks
Lynn Barclay*
Lisa Unger Baskin
Vicki Baum-Hommes

Alan Baustin
Gordon Beebe*
Wendy Berg
Elizabeth Stone and  

Marc Berman
Beth Berry
Betke, Brunswick and 

Dugas Fund*
Maria Bickar
Robert and Janet Bissell
Amy Bleiweiss
Evelyn Bloom
Barbara and Joseph 

Blumenthal
Joyce Bol
John and Rita Bouthilette
Kathleen Bowen
David and Regina Bragdon
Susan Breines*
Myrna Breitbart
Jane Brodwyn
Julia Brown
Patricia and H. Peck 

Buckley
Ann and Robert Burger
Linda Lombardi Burke
Judith Burke
Sophy Burnham*
Linda Burque
Eugene Callahan
Joanne Campbell
Maureen Carney
Tracy Carroll
Robert Boulrice and 

Margaret Carsley*
Paula Ressler and  

Becca Chase
Ann and Greg Chiara
Claire Christopherson
David Chura
Janet Clark
Mary Ann Clawson
Amy Cohen
Arthur Cohen
Chia and Michael Cohen
Joan Berzoff and Lew Cohen
Kathleen Coleman
Tina Cornell
Fran Corriveau
Phyllis Cove*
Patricia Cowden
Deborah Bruce and  

Cheryl Cross
Kendra Dahlquist
Anne Daignault

* honor and/or memorial gift
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Deborah Daniell
Linda and Jonathan Daube
Adina Davis
Linda Putnam and  

Mark Dean
Charles Derby
Eric Derman
Linda and Dennis Desmond
Deborah Charren and 

Timothy Diehl
Florence Dmytryk*
Lynne Donaldson*
Cian Dowling
Lisa Downing
Linda J. Drisko and  

Elliott H. Drisko, Jr*
Anne Bauer and  

Kenneth Dym
Barry Dym*
Phyllis and John Eckstein
Georgia Edmunds 
Marcy Eisenberg
Nancy Elliott
Glafyra Ennis-Yentsch*
Fran Deutsch and  

Gerard Epstein*
Diane Fabig*
Lee Fahey
Robert Fazzi
Pamela Schwartz and  

Joel Feldman
Nancy Felton
Marilyn Fichman
Christine Fiedler
Fred Fierst
Judith Fine*
Maureen Flannery*
Nancy Flickinger
Wendy Foxmyn
George Kriebel and  

Claire Frierson
Bruce Fuller
Jane Garb
Carol Gillmore
Carol L. Glaskin 
Evalyn Glickman
Jane M. Glushik
Norbert Goldfield
Bruce Goldstein
Sharon Goldstein
Ron Ackerman and  

Cleo Gorman
Dorothy Gorra
Joel Russell and  

Mari Gottdiener
Jennifer Neiman Gottlieb
Rebecca Greenberg
Dorian Gregory*

Alfred Griggs*
Alicia Guidotti
Mary Beth Haberkorn
Johanna Halbeisen
Jayma Hall
Jeff Harness
Richard Hart III
Marilyn Woodman and 

Raphael Hartzog
Alan Harwood
Bruce and Ruth Hawkins*
Robert Haxby
Doris B. Held
Sydney and Roslyn Helfen
Anne Henchey
Judith Hennessy
Sydney Henthorn*
David Herships
Jane Hertz
Clare Higgins
Mary C. Higgins*
Joann and C. Richard 

Hinckley
David and Marcia Holden*
Faye Hollender
Marybeth Home
Elizabeth Horn
Lawrence Hott
Karin Lea and Rick Hummel
Sandro Ingari
Kim Gerould and  

Roberto Irizarry
Marilyn Jabaily*
Karen Jacques
Monica Jakuc Leverett*
Celia Jeffries
Norma J. Johnson
Alison Jones
Jeanne Jones
Carmen Junno
Patricia Kapitzky*
Mark Karpel
Jonathan Katz
Paul Kaufman
Dennis Bidwell and  

Mary Ann Kelly
William Kennefick
Greta Kessler*
Edie Kirk*
Jim Katz and Geri Kleinman
Jeanne Kocsis
George Kohout
Jeffrey Krauth
Anne Kusiak
Marianne L. LaBarge
Jenny Ladd
Jeanette S. Lakamp
Margaret Lamb

Melissa Lampron
Sally Langston
Diana Larkin
Gwendolyn Lehan*
Joanne Levin
Marlo Henderson and 

Jonathan Levin
Greg Kline and  

Robin Levine
Marilyn Robin and  

Arnie Levinson
Devorah Levy
Roberta Liebman*
Anne Fine and  

Jon Liebman*
Annabel J. Link
Margaret LLoyd
Anne S. Lombard
Nancy Lowry
Barbara Lucey
Barbara Mandell
Carole Manning*
Sharon Martula
Pat Mason
Linda Matson
Darryl and Sherry 

McKenney*
Micky McKinley*
Mary McMahon
Debra McNeice
Ellen and Robert Meeropol
Dale Melcher
Kathryn Messier
Davina Miller
Lee Miller
Brenda Millette
Rainey Millman*
Richard Moulding
Susan Sprung and  

Jim Mueller
Mary Murphy
Deborah Muyskens
Rachael Naismith
Paige Nangle
Joanna Napolitano

Janet Nelson
Wendy Newton
Merle and Peter Norman
Susan O’Neill
Mary Beth Ogulewicz
Katie Olmstead
Carolyn Oppenheim
Edward Orzechowski
Marilyn Ott
Carol Owen
Janet Nelson and  

Nick Papouchis
Elaine and Richard Parmett
Patricia Shaughnessy and 

Harry Petrucci
Karen Pfeifer
Barbara and Matthew 

Pitoniak
Margaret Power
Helene Powers*
Laura Pravitz
Chester Provoda
Renna Pye
Constance Rackliffe
Bob Rancourt
Joan Rasool
Abraham Ravett
Elaine Reall
Bob Reckman
Paul Redstone
Lola J. Reid
Tucker and Lin Respess*
Rebecca Chase and  

Paula Ressler
Richard Rice
Diana Riddle
Laurel Rogers
Susan Rogers
Henry W. Rosenberg
Anne Rosen
Irene Rosenthal
Susan Roth
Eleanor B. Rothman
Peter Rowe
J.B. Royal

Named Honor Gifts

James and Marilyn 
Drisko

Naomi Gerstel
Nina Kleinberg
Leigh Bailey
Marcia Holden

Named Memorial Gifts

Ken Dym
Lois A. Mosher
Mary Kasper
Seth Kessler
David and Delle Coffoff
Ernie Liebman
Greta Kessler
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Edward Royce
Deborah Rubin
Andrew Crystal and  

Jan Ruby-Crystal
Anne Russell
Julia Sanchez
Carolyn Sandel
Margaret and  

Michael Sanders
Deena and Barry Sarvet* 
Jean B. Savarese
Barbara Scher
Deborah Schifter
Reed Schimmelfing
Lesley Schneider
Leonard Schoenfeld
Joan Schuman*
Jesse Schwalbaum
Pamela Schwartz
Helen Seidler
Marjorie Senechal
Linda Lee Sennott-Miller
Michelle Serra
Kathryn Service*
Tamar Shadur
Lynne Shapiro
Janet and Bill Sharp
Linda Shaugnessy
Robin Silva
Lee Badgett and  

Elizabeth Silver
Risa Silverman
Wendy Sinton
Lesley Slay
James L. Smith
Kiki Smith
Paul Soliwoda
Elizabeth Solomon
Susan Spencer
Norman Spencer
Leigh Bailey and Joel Spiro*
Marilyn Richards and  

Jon H. Steinberg
Ernestine and Joachim 

Stieber
Elizabeth Stone*
Harlee Strauss
Monica Strauss
Linda Strong
Kathleen Suchocki
Debora Sullivan
Janet Taft*
Kristen and Richard Taranto
Martha Teghtsoonian
Harry Becker and Jan Tesini*
Paul Thaler
Margot Thomas
John Thorpe

Charlotte Elizabeth Thwing
Elaine Tiboni
Jessica Tropp
David Pesuit and  

Elaine Ulman
Claudia Viele*
Betty Diamond and  

Bruce Volpe*
Mike and Gina Wall
William J. Wallace
Linda Wallack
Eleanor Warnock
Emilian J.L. Wasser
Mary Fago and  

Paul Weinberg
Emily Weir and Rob Weir
Edward J. Welch, Jr
Alex Ghiselin and  

Diane Welter*
Nancy Scheinman and  

Jim Wheeler* 
Linda White
Joan Wiener
Nina Wilder
Bill and Barbara Williams
Sandy Wright
Jonathan Wright*
Dan Desmond and  

Lorraine Yasinski
Barry Feingold and  

Marci Yoss
Mary Young
John Yount
Amy Jacobson and  

Lynn Zashin
Terry Zuckerman*

Businesses

Applied Mortgage
Berkshire Design Group
Borawski Real Estate
Broadside Bookshop
Construct Associates, Inc
Coopers Corner and  

State Street Fruit Store
Crestel Health Periodontics
Curran and Keegan 

Financial
Czelusniak Funeral Home
Delap Real Estate
Filos Greek Taverna
Florence Bank
Fly By Night
Goggins Real Estate
Friends of Northampton 

Trails
King and Cushman

Maple and Main
Michael Hooker Elder Law
Northampton School 

Committee
O’Connell Oil Associates
Ostberg and Associates
The Davis Financial Group
The Murphys Realtors
Twin Building LLC
Whalen Insurance
Woodstar Cafe
 
Funders

Cooley Dickinson 
Health Care Healthy 
Communities Grant

Florence Bank Customers’ 
Choice Community Grant

Florence Savings  
Charitable Fund

Ro Family Fund 

Special Thanks 

Mike Aleo
Sharon Asher
Leigh Bailey
Katharine Baker
Vicki Baum-Hommes
Anne Benedict
Sasha Berman
David Bliss
Mandy Carter
Christopher Clark
Joanne Comerford
Fran Corriveau
Valerie D’Aquisto
Nina Dickerman
Gloria DiFulvio
Michele Dihlmann
Lisa Downing
Candace Drimmer
Marissa Elkins
Jon Feinman
Dave Fenton
Elizabeth Fernandez O’Brien
Shanna Fishel
Fran Fortino
Karen Foster
Sharon Goldstein
Jamila Gore
Greta Kessler
Martha Hanner
Bruce and Ruth Hawkins
Jeffrey Harness
Ira Helfand
Gail Hornstein
Laura Hummel

Alex Jarrett
Norma Johnson
Bill Kaiser
Stephanie Kelly
Kate Kelly
Marianne L. LaBarge
Erin LaBreck
Meghan Lemay
Madeline Lenz
Sharon Levenson
Jan Levy
Rachel Maiore
Roy Martin
Danielle McColgan
Stanley W. Moulton, III
James Nash
Rebecca Neimark
Merridith O’Leary
Garrick M. Perry
Elaine Reall
Lola Reid
Henry Rosenberg
Lindsay Sabadosa
Cassie Sanderell
Gina-Louise Sciarra
Paul Shoul
Rebecca Starr
Marc Warner
Alison Wood
Elizabeth Welsh
Lorraine York-Edberg
Fred Zimnoch

Volunteers

Julie Abramson
Bob Adams
Doug Amy
Christine Aubrey 
Ellen Augarten
Joan Axelrod-Contrada
Sarah Bachrach
Katharine Baker
Nicole Ball
David Ball
Eileen Ball
Linda Barnes-Aaron
Todd Barron
Jeanne Barron
Anne Bauer
Janet Bennett
Mark Bennett
Barbara Black
David Bliss
Mary Lynn Brezsnyak
Debin Bruce
Judith A. Burke
Marilyn Carey
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Maureen Carney
Ann Chiara
Mary Ann Clawson
Cheri Cross
Jonathan Daube
Peter DeRose
Charlie DeRose 
Linda Desmond
Cora Lee Drew
Gary Drimmer
Ken Dym
Tori Eklund
Linda Eichengreen
Denise Elliott
Taiga Ermansons
Mary Fago
Judith Fine
Maureen Flannery
Jane Fleishman
Linda Fortune
Cornelia Frierson
Naomi Gerstel
Lisann Giordano
Jennifer Neiman Gottlieb
Melissa Greenspan
Al Griggs 
Alicia Guidotti
Susan Hawes
Sydney Henthorn
David Herships
Jane Hertz
Robert Hincks
Marcia Holden 
Jeanne Hoose
Gail Hornstein
Ellen James
Celia Jeffries

Norma Johnson
Jeannie Jones
William Kaiser
Marina Kaplan
Mark Karpel
Nina Kleinberg
George Kriebel
Jonathan LaCroix
Judy Leeds
Bert Leibman
Sara Lennox
Jim Levey
Leora Levitt
Nancy Lowry
Craig M. Machado
Mike Mahar
Linda Matson
Sherry McKenney
George Shaker McNeil
Rainey Millman
Rachael Naismith
Rebecca Neimark
Laura Oldham
Gerard Paquin
Stan Pollack
Sally Popper
Diana Riddle
Susan Roth
Edward Royce
Jesse Schwalbaum
Kathy Service
Karen Shanahan
Lynne Shapiro
Paul Shoul
Lesley Slay
Joel Spiro
Susan Sprung

Joanna Varadi
Emily Weir
Todd Weir
Alison Wood
Naomi Yanis
Craig Zaehring
Terry Zukerman

Board of Directors

Kenneth Dym, President 
2020–2022

Loraine Millman, President
Marcia Holden,  

Vice President
Kathy Service, Clerk
Gerard Paquin, Treasurer
Todd Barron
Janet Bennett
Naomi Gerstel
Mark Karpel
Sara Lennox
Mike Mahar, 2021–2022
Jennifer Neiman Gottlieb

B
eing older with disabilities is not easy for anyone, but being 

alone and lonely makes life crushing sometimes. I no longer 

drive, so finding the Northampton Neighbors’ transportation 

service turned my life around. Once or twice a week, I have a ride 

to medical appointments and other places from the nicest, most 

courteous and engaging people. I’ve come to call them my heroes. 

I love these wonderful drivers and the freedom that comes with 

this service. I also have a friend from Northampton Neighbors who 

checks in on me once a week. It’s a wonderful way to spend time 

with someone who has come to know me.

 —SHARON MARTULA WITH NN VOLUNTEER DAVID BLISS

On the Front Cover

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who brought their enthusi-
asm to and worked so hard on making our celebration 
of Northampton—the 2022 DoozyDo parade—possible. 

Para una versión Español, por favor contáctanos  
por email info@northamptonneighbors.org or  
teléfono 413-341-0160 y nos alegramos traducirlo.

If you would like to receive a large-print version  
of this Year in Review, please contact us at  
info@northamptonneighbors.org or 413-341-0160.

We’ve made every effort to accurately reflect each 
contributor and gratefully acknowledge anony-
mous donations too. If you find an error in this list, 
please accept our sincere apology and contact us 
at 413-341-0160 so we can correct it.

Director

Diane Porcella

Committees

Our dynamic, get-it-done 
committees, composed 
of volunteers and board 
members alike, are at the 
heart of our operations. If 
you have time and talent to 
give to one of the following 
NN committees, we’d like to 
hear from you!
Communications
Community Partnerships
Development
Events
Finance
Governance
Neighborhood Circles
Speaker Series
Support
Volunteer
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CONNECTION 

THROUGH 

SERVICE

F
or the last 40 years, I’ve been doing handyman work full time. Now, I’m 76 

years old and semi-retired. I can’t wrap my head around being fully retired; 

staying busy is just part of who I am. I like repairing things, and teaching 

people how to repair things and to take care of their homes. It is rewarding seeing 

the grateful smile on people’s faces when I’ve fixed something. The feeling of being 

part of the community is rewarding. We’ve drifted away from common-sense things 

over the years. Growing up, all you had to do was ask a neighbor, friend, or relative 

for help. There would be somebody there. Now, people are so busy that they don’t 

even think about reaching out to see how somebody else is doing and to see how 

they could offer assistance. It’s an old-fashioned thing that’s gotten rejuvenated.

—STAN POLLACK

Member portraits: Paul Shoul   Design: www.twentysixletters.com
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CONNECTION 

THROUGH 

ENGAGEMENT

I
’ve been involved with Northampton Neighbors since it began—giving peo-

ple rides, fixing doors, opening stuck windows…basically being neighborly. 

The pleasure you get from helping people far outweighs the time and effort 

it requires to volunteer. Whether you’re making phone calls, visiting people, or 

fixing windows, you get the same nice feeling. Volunteering for Northampton 

Neighbors is very rewarding. As we get older, we learn that life is really about 

people, not things, so the people opportunities with Northampton Neighbors 

are the frosting on the cake.

—CHARLIE DEROSE


